Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.081; wR factor = 0.217; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.9.
For self-initiated photopolymerization, see: Cheng et al. (2006) ; Ericsson (2001) . For photopolymerization of Nsubstituted maleimides, see: Yamada et al. (1968) . For applications of similar compounds, see: Stang & White (2011) ; Sanchez et al. (2011) ; Keller et al. (2005) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Yamada et al. (1961) ; Gramlich et al. (2010) ; Heath et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 6 H 7 NO 3 M r = 141.13 Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 7.734 (4) Å b = 9.701 (5) Å c = 17.673 (8) Å = 96.660 (7) V = 1317.0 (11) Å 3 Z = 8 Mo K radiation = 0.12 mm À1 T = 293 K 0.45 Â 0.29 Â 0.26 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2000) T min = 0.962, T max = 0.976 7522 measured reflections 3003 independent reflections 1972 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.060 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.081 wR(F 2 ) = 0.217 S = 1.10 3003 reflections 201 parameters 8 restraints H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.38 e Å À3 Á min = À0.29 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (5) Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) Àx; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
Maleimides are a class of reactive "synthons" having a polymerizable double bond. They are particularly useful in manufacturing oligomers capable of self-initiated photopolymerization (Cheng et al., 2006; Ericsson, 2001) . The title compound, N-2-hydroxyethylmaleimide, first prepared in 1961 (Yamada et al., 1961) , is a well-known maleimide that has been intensively studied during last years (Stang & White, 2011; Sanchez et al., 2011; Keller et al., 2005) . However its crystal structure has not been determined. In this work, the crystal structure of the title compound is reported, and its molecular packing mode is discussed.
As shown in Fig Instead of helices, hydrogen bonds make (I) pack into zigzag-type pleated sheets stretched along (0 0 1) planes (Fig. 2 ).
Adjacent sheets are arranged in an antiparallel manner, yielding an ABAB layer sequence. Either O-H···O and C-H···O interactions or no such interactions occur between adjacent sheets. As can be seen, the hydrogen-bonded sheets are rather closely spaced in the lattice (3.9103 (9) Å) than no-hydrogen-bonded sheets (4.9262 (8) Å).
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized using established method (Gramlich et al., 2010; Heath et al., 2008) . Elemental analysis: Calcd: C 51.06; H 5.00; N 9.93%. Found: C 51.11; H 4.92; N 10.02%.
Refinement
The C-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The disordered O-bound H atoms with half occupancies were refined with the O-H and C···H distances restrained to 0.82 (1) Å and 1.85 (2) Å and with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) . The asymmetric unit of the title compound with atom labelling scheme and thermal ellipsoids drawn at the 40% probability level. Intermolecular hydrogen bonds O-H···O are presented by dashed lines.
Figure 2
Portion of six infinite two-dimensional corrugated sheets in (I) linked by hydrogen-bonds, viewed along the a axis. These six sheets can be dubbed in three pairs of hydrogen-bonded layers. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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